
 

 

 

OCTOBER, 2018 

Principal’s Message                                                                                                 

Dear Parents and Guardians:    

 

To THE NEW PRINCIPAL 
          

 
 

     I want to thank you for attending Curriculum Day to meet your child’s teacher and to learn more 
about the curriculum to be taught. I have to say, it was once again the largest turn out 
since I began my tenure as principal here at  MacArthur over 10 years ago. As stated in my 
session, the power points have been added to the web page and I will begin updating you with 
progress in regards to our School Improvement Plan, “the blue print” for our school.  
 

 

 Sincerely, 

Maria J. McIver     

     Please give Ms. Lori Asquith a warm welcome to the MacArthur 

School Community.  Ms. Asquith was appointed as the next Principal 

of MacArthur Elementary School at Board of Education meeting on 

September 18, 2018.  Ms. Asquith will be joining BCSD on October 1st 

and leaving her most recent position as the K-12 Principal at Hancock 

Central School District.  Prior to this, she was an Assistant Principal 

and Interim Principal at Norwich in the High School.  Ms. Asquith 

spent 16 years as elementary teacher and district wide Literacy 

Specialist at Maine-Endwell prior to entering into her administrative 

career.   
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Important Dates to Remember 
October 4:  Early Release Day – 10:50 AM – Emergency Evacuation Drill 
October 5:  Superintendent’s Conference Day – No School 
October 8:  Columbus Day – No School 
October 13:  District Kickball Tournament – 11:00 to 2:00 PM -Come Support our Teachers 
October 15:  PTA – 5:30 PM 
October 26:  Fall Festival – 5:00 PM 
November 4: PBIS Assembly- 8:00 AM 

 

MacArthur Pledge 
To be a good citizen of the MacArthur Community, 

I will be on board by 
Being READY, RESPECTFUL, and RESPONSIBLE today and 

every day. 
ARE YOU ON BOARD?? 

 

SAFE ARRIVAL 
 

 
 



 

 

Books of Month 

 

 

 

Hello, My Name is Octicorn 

 by Kevin Driller & Justin Love 

Character Trait:  Acceptance 

 
     Meet Octicorn, the funny, sweet and disarming character who is a 
champion for anyone who has ever felt a little bit different. And isn’t that 
everyone? Octicorn is half octopus, half unicorn, half confused...which 
sometimes makes it hard to fit in. 

     With a grim expression, line-drawn body, and mismatched eyes, Octi is 
still a cute little critter with remarkable self-awareness. Octi is sad to be the 
only one without an invitation to a cupcake party—and grasps how unusual it 
is to be one-of-a-kind as a species. Octi speculates about how Mom and Dad 
may have met ("maybe a personal ad") and reveals the perils and bonuses of 
having four legs and a sharp protrusion from the head. The playground 
merry-go-round is a challenge, but juggling and roasting marshmallows are a 
snap.  

     By the book's end, all readers know about Octi is that it's exceptionally 
lonely, and not in an endearing way that invites more interest. Rather, Octi 
seems desperate in a way that makes the concluding invitation for hugs and 
friendship a call for pity instead of excitement. 

 



 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

 
 

 

 

     If your child is a busser and you are choosing to pick up your child at the end of the 
day, or want them to ride another bus, you MUST write a note to their teacher indicating 
this.  The note is presented to the Main Office first thing in the morning so we have a 
record.  If you do not provide us with a note, we must place them on the bus they have 
been assigned.  For your child’s safety, a phone call requesting this is not acceptable.  In 
addition, we cannot have parents coming to the walker’s area asking for their child to be 
taken off the bus.  I truly understand that emergencies occur, and in the event that an 
emergency arises, we will accommodate the need.  

 

PICKUP 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THANK YOU!!! 

 

 
\\ 

 

     To ensure the safety of our students, please refrain 

from double and triple parking on Vestal Ave. at 

dismissal time.  This is a traffic violation which can 

result in receiving a ticket.  Please utilize the ample 

parking located across from the park or behind the 

building located near the soccer field.  While I 

understand that this may be an inconvenience, the 

SAFETY of our children is a PRIORITY.    

     Thank you for your attention to this matter.   

     I want to take this opportunity to say thank you 

to our PTA for providing a bagel breakfast for 

myself and staff on Tuesday, September 25.  I 

appreciate the kind words given to me in the many 

cards that I received.  As I stated at Curriculum 

Day, I could not do this job without the support of 

each of you.  I will always treasure my time spent as 

your leader and the many friendships that were 

made.         

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjqtNiz5NbdAhWRVt8KHZVMCu4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.shutterstock.com/search/thank%2Byou&psig=AOvVaw3xsfmqkkKJYKXfd5vHBHnZ&ust=1537986516313123


 

 

Shared Leadership 

MacArthur School-Wide 2018-2019 Goals: Let’s Be SMART! 

Here are the goals that were developed by our Shared Leadership Team d 

using the 2017-2018 EOY data.  These goals will be monitored on a monthly 

basis at our Shared Leadership Meetings.  

READING: 
•  By June 2019, there will be a 5% increase in students K – 5 reading on grade level when 

comparing BOY and EOY in Fontas and Pinnell’s Benchmark Assessments. 
  

WRITING:   
• By the end of June 2019, 75% of Second - Fifth Graders will show growth of 50% or better 

on summarizing skills based on the DDI assessments. 
 

MATH:  
• By the end of June 2019, all kindergarteners will achieve a 90% on the EOY math 

assessment.       
• By the end of June 2019, all first graders will achieve a 80% on the EOY math 

assessment.   
• By the end of June 2019, all second graders will show growth of 27 points according to i-

Ready EOY assessment.  
• By the end of June 2019, all third graders will show growth of 27 points according to i-

Ready EOY assessment.   
• By the end of June 2019, all fourth graders will show growth of 22 points according to i-

Ready EOY assessment.    
• By the end of June 2019, all fifth graders will show growth of 20 points according to i-

Ready EOY assessment. 
 
TEACHER PRACTICE:  

• Starting in September 2018, 100% of PLC agendas will be developed by grade level 
teams and school leaders before each PLC meeting. Agendas should ensure that 
teachers review data about identified students’ academic and social emotional 
learning, develop action plans regarding next steps, and create cycles for ongoing 
review of evidence of student progress.     
 

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL:  
• By October 2018, Morning Meetings will be held daily in 100% of classrooms in the 

building. Continue to provide professional development and monitoring around 
Morning Meetings to support full implementation and reflection of effectiveness of 
the model in supporting a consistent, building wide approach for social emotional 
and academic learning.     
 

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT:  
•  By June of 2019, teachers will increase the number of opportunities for parent 

celebrations during the school year, expanding the 2017-2018 Smart Goal of having 
each teacher invite families into the school for Writing Workshop celebrations to 
include similar celebrations of work in more content areas which will be held during 
a variety of times to include both during the school day and after the school day. 

 



 

 

KINDERGARTEN: 

    
     Welcome to Kindergarten!  We have had a wonderful start to the school 
year.  All of our Kindergarteners have been working on classroom routines, 
school rules, and making new friends.  It’s amazing how fast our first month 
of school has flown by.  In Reading we are working on letter recognition and 
letter sounds, in Writing we are working on how to “write” a story using 
pictures, and in Math we are focusing on counting and writing numbers 0-
5.  Be on the lookout for math homework every night and of course reading a 
good book as well!  Thank you for your support to what will be an amazing 
school year. 

 
 

SECOND GRADE: 

     
     Second grade is off to a great school year! Students are still working on 
second grade transitions and routines to help our days run smoothly. We 
practiced all the ways to make 10 and have started measuring. We will finish 
up our reading routines unit and begin our reading strategies unit. We wrote 
personal narratives and have learned many revising strategies to make them 
more interesting for the reader. We appreciate families support to continue 
reading at home nightly to help students succeed.  
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FIRST GRADE: 

      
     First grade is off to a great start.  We are learning classroom routines and 
getting to know one another.  We have been doing a lot of community 
building activities, so all of our students feel safe, welcomed, and part of 
their classroom community. 
 
     In Reader’s Workshop, we are discovering what a book that is just right 
for us to read looks like and sounds like.  We are using strategies to decode 
unknown words and learning how to partner talk about books we have read. 
 
     In Writer’s Workshop, we are sharing personal narratives.  The students 
are writing about special times they have had with friends and family and 
special places they have visited.  We are also writing class narratives about 
events we have all experienced through interactive writing. 
 
     We have begun math workshop.  We are focusing on making number 
bonds and number sentences to 10.  The children are using manipulatives 
and games to understand this concept.  We are also working on number 
identification, skip counting, and counting up from a number given. 
 
     Some areas that you can help your child with at home are having them 
pack and unpack their backpack themselves.  Also, tying their shoes and 
zipping/buttoning their coat independently. When you are reading with your 
child, ask them questions about the story.  For math, have them find page 
numbers in a book, give them pieces of cereal or dry noodles (anything 
small) to break into 2 groups to show parts to a whole.  Having a daily writing 
journal where they can write about anything is also beneficial. 
We are loving first grade and are enjoying getting to know all of our new 
friends!! 
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THIRD GRADE: 

     
      Almost all children really DO love school and we could certainly tell by the 
smiles and excitement on their faces when they walked in the doors in 
September.  We have welcomed the kids into third grade with open arms, 
open hearts, and open books!  There is a lot to do every day so please be 
sure that bedtimes are early enough so that your child gets 10-11 hours of 
sleep each night.  In the first few weeks of school, the teachers have been 
personal "alarm clocks" for some of the kids so bedtimes might need to be 
adjusted a bit.   
 
     In math, we are learning about arrays, repeated addition, factors, 
products, number bonds, multiplication, and the commutative property.  (The 
kids should know what all of that means!)  We are also learning how to write 
narratives of small moments in their lives that are near and dear to their 
hearts so keep those memories coming!  Each child was given a "Homework 
Planner" to keep track of assignments, special messages, information, etc. 
that might be useful to know at home.  These Planners should go home and 
come back every weekday so that the student/parent/teacher connection 
remains strong.  Please look at it and make sure that the kids are doing the 
work that is asked of them.   
 
     As always, please feel free to contact anybody on the third grade team 
with questions, problems, clarifications, or suggestions that will ease any 
issues you may have.  We will be sending home a grade-level Halloween 
Party sign-up sheet a little later this month so that we can make the 
upcoming holiday a fun day for everyone and we thank you in advance for 
that.  Working together, we will give your child maximum success and a great 
year in third grade.  WELCOME!   
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FOURTH GRADE: 

     Fourth grade is off to a great start! In Writing, students have been working 
on creating a narrative story based on a time in their lives. The students are 
really enjoying utilizing the Chromebooks for writing. Ask your child what he 
or she is writing about. In Reading Workshop, we have been talking about 
theme and practicing trying to stay focused when reading. Please make sure 
your child is reading at home 20-30 minutes each night. In Math, students are 
working with place value to the millions place. Ask your child if he or she can 
read this number: 4,623,780.  If possible, students can be working at home 
on math facts by logging onto reflexmath.com/go to practice their 
facts. Thanks to those of you who attended Curriculum Afternoon! We look 
forward to working with you this year. 
 

 

FIFTH GRADE: 

     Welcome to Fifth Grade!  We’ve had a great start to the 2018-2019 school 
year!  In Writing, students are creating fiction stories based on ideas/lessons 
learned in their real lives.  These stories include well-developed main and 
secondary characters describing their external and internal 
characteristics.  The Reading Unit of Study encourages students to focus on 
their thinking, talking and writing about their reading, while maintain self-
direction reading routines that support stamina!  It is vital that all students 
READ, READ, READ every single day!  The first Math module has students 
working with place value and decimal fractions.   In Science, students have 
been introduced to the eight instructional strategies that are critical to the 
engineering design component of the new science standards.  We are all 
looking forward to an outstanding year in Fifth Grade!   
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MacArthur’s Motor Lab 

     MacArthur now has a Motor Lab that can be utilized by all 
classrooms.  Teachers have the opportunity to bring their entire classroom to 
the Motor Lab to work on gross motor skills, motor planning, sensory breaks, 
and much more!  The program is coordinated by our Occupational therapist, 
Kim Wiggins.  The Motor Lab has 9 centers that address a variety of 
motor skills.  Students are separated into groups of 2 and rotate among the 
centers for a total of approximately 20 minutes!  The Motor Lab uses the 
equipment and theories from the evidenced based program, Ready Bodies 
Learning Minds.  The goal of the program is to help all children develop skills 
for learning readiness!  Many of the skills children need to thrive in school are 
motor based:  handwriting, keyboarding, sitting still, paying attention, 
speaking, and behavior are all performances based on a child’s ability to 
maneuver and function in his/her environment.  Research has shown that 
movement repetition has a strong correlation to learning.  The program has 
been running for two weeks and the students LOVE IT!   
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SCHOOL NURSE: 

     We will be having the Lourdes Dental Program again this school year.  They 
were here in late September meeting with all the MacArthur students explaining 
their dental services. Your student should have brought home information 
explaining their services.  Please send back the needed signed information to the 
Health office as soon as possible.  The Registered Dental Hygienist will bring her 
portable dental equipment and it stays here until she is done screening all of our 
students.  The school based dental health program provides oral health education; 
oral health screening; dental cleaning; fluoride treatment; and dental sealants.  

All children in the Pre-K, K, 1st, 3rd, and 5th grade and any child receiving 
special education services will need a physical this school year. These physicals 
are required by New York State Law.  The Health office will be starting soon doing 
physical exams by the school physician for anyone who has not had a physical by 
their private physician.  Please notify the Health Office if your child is having a 
private exam by your physician so your child will not get a school exam. The form 
that needs to be completed by the private physician can be obtained in the Main 
Office or the Health Office. You have the option of using the school physician if it is 
more convenient for you.   

The cold and flu season has already begun.  Encourage your child to eat 
healthy meals, getting to bed at night at a reasonable hour, good hand washing 
techniques and appropriate clothing as the weather changes.  Also keep your child 
home when he/she has a fever 100 degrees or higher, persistent cough, or 
vomiting.  These healthy habits will decrease the incidence of illness.   

 
Any child who will need medication administered during the school day, the 

following is required by the Health Office: (1) A signed consent from a 
parent/guardian to allow the Health Office staff to administer the medication to the 
child.  (2) A written physician's order is needed to direct the Health Office Staff on 
the type, dose, and time of the medication to be given to the student.  (3) The 
medication will need to be in a labeled bottle with the student's name, name of the 
medication, time and dosage.  Your pharmacist can provide a double label for 
school use. (4)  All medication will need to be dropped off and picked by an 
adult.  No medication is allowed to be transported by a student for safety reasons. 

 
Lastly, please inform the school of any special health concerns or needs 

regarding your child.  Please be sure that the contact information on the 
Emergency Card is correct and updated.  

Mrs. Dvorsky, RN, SNT                    
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PTA 

 

Our PTA is a wonderful organization for you to join and 
an awesome avenue for your involvement in our school.  We 
have monthly meetings that are held on the second Monday 
of every month, unless otherwise noted in our Family 
Handbook and District Calendar.  Next meeting is 
scheduled for October 15 @ 5:30 PM.   

We at MacArthur look forward to the return of former 
PTA attendees and are most eager to see many new faces 
at our meetings this year.  By attending monthly meetings, 
we hope you will feel very much a part of our MacArthur 
School community, not to mention very well informed 
regarding the happenings within the school. 

PTA membership is $6.00 per person.  Feel free to send 
in your membership with your child in a sealed envelope.  
The classroom teacher will be sure to place it in the PTA 
mailbox.    

Thank you for your support!! 
 

 

 


